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	Report by:
	Director of Transport and Environment



	Proposal:
	A pergola to the edge of the playground at the rear of the school.  



	Site Address:
	Hellingly CP School, North Street, Hellingly.



	Applicant:
	Director of Children's Services, Children's Services Department



	Application No.
	WD/2807/CC



	Key Issues:
	Siting and design 

Waste Minimisation


RESOLUTION OF THE DIRECTOR OF TRANSPORT AND ENVIRONMENT:

Under the powers delegated to me by the Governance Committee on 30 January 2003, I resolve to approve the proposal subject to the conditions set out in the recommendation.

CONSIDERATION OF RELEVANT PLANNING MATTERS

1.
The Site and Surroundings
1.1.
Hellingly Community Primary School is situated at the junction of the B2104 and North Street and lies west of Hellingly. It has a rural location with agricultural fields situated to the east. Four residential properties are sited to the south and the village hall lies to the north of the school site

1.2.
Hellingly School occupies a relatively flat and roughly rectangular-shaped site. It is arranged with the school buildings sited in the northern part with a playground to the south and a playing field to the west. The school buildings are of red brick construction with a mixture of flat and pitched roofs and white painted window frames. The school is not overlooked by residential properties and has effective screening afforded by hedging and mature trees.

2.
The Proposal
2.1.
It is proposed to install a timber pergola to the side elevation of the rear flat roof extension and to the rear elevation of the main school building. The development is required by the school to provide sheltered outdoor seating for school pupils during break and lunch times.

2.2.
The pergola is of timber construction and has netting covering the top, which is the same as the existing pergola on the school site. Firstly, the pergola section adjacent to the  flat roof toilet block has a footprint of 17.5 metres by 2 metres and stands to a height of 2.4 metres and secondly, the section of pergola to the rear elevation of the school, measures 9.2 metres and has the same width and height as the former.    

3.
Site History

3.1.
2007 - WD/2602/CC - Granted- Construction of 2.4 metres high 'rebound wall' along one side of the existing junior playground for sports development.

3.2.
2006 - WD/2546/CC - Granted-Retention of one single and one mobile classroom.

3.3.
2004 - WD/1939/CC/1 – Granted -Retention of one double mobile classroom.

3.4.
1999 - WD/1939/CC – Granted - Replacement of two single mobile classrooms with one double temporary classroom.

4.
Consultations and Representations 
4.1. Wealden District Council – Raise no objections.

4.2.
Hellingly Parish Council – Confirm they support the proposal.

4.3.
Local Residents- No representations received. 

5.
The Development Plan and other policies of relevance to this decision are:

5.1.
South East Plan 2009: There are no policies of relevance to this particular development.

5.3.
Wealden Local Plan 1998: Policy EN27 (layout and design).

5.4. Non-Statutory Wealden Local Plan 2005: Policy BE1 (design and impact on amenities).

5.5. East Sussex and Brighton & Hove Waste Local Plan 2006: Policy WLP11(reduce, reuse and recycle).

6.
Considerations

Siting and design

6.1.
Policies EN27 in the Wealden Local Plan and BE1 of the Non-Statutory Local Plan are concerned with development proposals and their impact in terms of scale, form, site coverage and density.
6.2.
The proposed development is discretely located to the rear of the main school building and its height does not exceed that of the existing adjacent flat roofed school building. The pergola will not be visible from public areas along the B2104 and North Street outside the school site. The mature boundary hedging along the eastern school boundary and existing school buildings provides effective screening. The pergola will be located on an existing area of hard standing, but the school confirm there is sufficient space remaining to fulfil their requirements. Therefore I do not believe that any unacceptable impact on amenity will result from the proposed development.

6.3.
I consider the pergola to have a pleasant design and being of wooden construction will aid it in blending in with the surrounding buildings and local countryside. The development is considered to be appropriate in siting and design and accords with the above policies.

Waste Minimisation 

6.4.
Policy WLP11 of the Waste Local Plan also seeks to minimise use of raw materials as well as encouraging re-use and recycling during the construction process. The Waste Minimisation Statement submitted in support of the application states that minimal waste will be produced from this development. However, it asserts that any excess materials that have not been utilised will be returned to the contractor for re-use or recycling. This proposal is small scale and the Waste Minimisation Statement is considered to accord with the above development plan policy. 

7.
Conclusion and reasons for approval

7.1.
In accordance with Section 38 of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 the decision on this application should be taken in accordance with the development plan unless material considerations indicate otherwise.

7.2.
The proposed covered pergola will provide a valuable outdoor space for use by school children at Hellingly School. It has been judged to be of an appropriate design and siting. The development complies with Policies EN27 of the Wealden Local Plan 1998 and BE1 of Non-Statutory Wealden Local Plan 2005. It also accords with Policy WLP11 of the East Sussex and Brighton & Hove Waste Local Plan 2006.

7.3.
There are no other material considerations and the decision should be taken in accordance with the development plans. 

8.
Recommendation     

8.1
To grant planning permission subject to the following conditions:-

1.
The development hereby permitted shall be commenced before the expiration of three years from the date of this permission.


Reason: To comply with Section 91 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990.

RUPERT CLUBB

Director of Transport & Environment

17 July 2009
Contact Officer: Kirsty-Ann Taylor
Tel. No. 01273 481833

Local Member:   Councillor  Mick Bennett
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